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Lesson XXVII.

CROSSING A HIMALAYAN GLACIEE.

1. AYE were soon doomed to make a closer acquaintance
with some of these enormous glaciers. Ere long we
came to one which stretched down all the way into
the river, so there was no chance of flanking it. At
first it looked as if we were painfully crossing the
huge ridges of a fallen mountain ; but this soon proved
to be an inimense glacier, very thickly covered over
with slabs of clay-slate, and with large blocks of
granite, but with the solid ice underneath exposed
here and there, and especially in the surfaces of the
large crevasses which went down to unknown depths.
Some of these edges must have been two or three
hundred feet in height. This glacier, like others
which followed, was a frightfully fatiguing and ex-
asperating thing to cross, and occupied us nearly three
hours, our guides being rather at a loss in finding a
way over.

2. I should have been the whole day upon it, but
for the astounding performance of my little Spiti mare,
which now showed how wise had been the selection of
it for this difficult journey. Never before had I fully
realised the goat-like agility of these animals, and I
almost despair of making her achievements credible.
She sprang from block to block of granite, even with
my weight upon her, like an ibex. No one who had